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IN THE UNITED STATES 

Applicant: Mittman, et. al. 

Serial No: 09/824,931 

Filing Date: April 3, 2001 

Title: Photolithographic Method and 
System for Efficient Mask Usage in 
Manufacturing DNA Arrays 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Examiner: 

In response to the September 9, 2003 Restriction Requirement, the Examiner is requiring 
an election between the following groups of claims: 

I. Claims 1-16, 27, and 28; drawn to a method, system or computer program product 
for synthesizing polymers on a substrate wherein sequential alignment of two or 
more of a plurality of reticles is performed associated with a synthesis area, 
classified in classes 530 and 536, subclasses 333 and 25.3, respectively. 

II. Claims 17-22; drawn to an irradiation mask and a method for its manufacture, 
classified in class 430, subclass 5. 

m. Claims 23-26, and 42-48; drawn to a probe array, classified in class 536, subclass 
23.1. 

IV. Claims 29-41, and 49-51; drawn to a method, system, or computer program 

product for synthesizing polymers on a substrate wherein a mask is first aligned 
regarding a first reticle area and then re-aligned for a second reticle area as 
associated with a synthesis area, classified in classes 530 and 536, subclasses 333 
and 25.3 respectively. 
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Applicants elect the invention of Group I (claims 1-16, 27, and 28) with traverse. 
Applicants respectfully submit that the subject matter of Groups I and IV are so interrelated as to 
make a search of the two groups of claims not overly burdensome. Applicants reserve the right 
to re-present non-elected claims in a divisional or other related application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 01-0431. 
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Affymetrix, Inc., 
Legal Department 
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Santa Clara, C A 95051 

Tel: 781-280-1522 (Wm. McCarthy); Fax: 781-687-9090 
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